
Sandbags are a critical resource during flood situations. They are used to limit water damage to 
buildings and to protect areas from inundation; however, the number of sandbags may become limited 

during an emergency. Therefore, the Town has established the following beforehand. 

The Town of La Conner's first priority will always be to protect human life and safety Any 

activities designed to protect citizens from injury will always have first access to sandbag resources. 

The next priority is the protection of town infrastructure - After life and safety needs have been 
met, the next priority for sandbag use is to protect town assets. 

The town will assist other governments with facilities within the town's borders - Upon request, 
sandbags will be made available to local jurisdictions within town to protect their government 
infrastructure. Priority will be given to areas facing the greatest threat and potential loss. 

The town will provide remaining sandbags to private concerns. During times of floods, the town is 
unlikely to have the capability to provide direct sandbag distribution to individual residents or 
businesses. 

Sand and unfilled sandbags are typically maintained at the fire station, located at 12142 Chilberg Road. 
Just prior to flood events, volunteers are called to action to fill and deliver sandbags to private parties. 
Residents may also come to the fire station to fill their own sandbags. While shovels and funnels are 
maintained at the fire station, residents are advised to bring their own shovels and gloves. 

The following information is reproduced from the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Purpose of Sandbags 
Sandbags, when properly filled and placed, will redirect surface stormwater and debris flows away from 
property improvements. 

Limits to Sandbag Use 

♦ Sandbags will not seal out water.

♦ Sandbags are basically for shallow-flow protection (up to two feet). Protection from water depths
greater than two feet requires a more permanent structure.

♦ Sandbags deteriorate when exposed to continued wetting and drying for several months. If bags
are placed too early, they may not be effective when needed. If it is necessary that bags remain
durable for a longer time, the addition of cement can lengthen their effective life.














